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oft- on Tuesday morning. candidates involved, been evenly distributed 

:ional Originally, voters were Diplomats say one of across the country 

a to elect a new the options is to hold it Election teams have yet 
jcted parliament at the same in November, though to enter some areas of 
;man time as they choose a some political parties the Pashtun-dominated 

president, but officials are seeking a delay south rocked by a 
>nt is say that the two votes until next summer. series of Taliban 

early may be separated. The elections are attacks on elections 
the As the possibility of supposed to crown a workers and voters, 
tacks holding the elections in two-and-a-half-year In the latest reported 

by September slipped, drive to stabilize the incident, suspected 

had Afghan officials have country after a US. Taliban attacked a 
been begun to argue polls in bombing campaign school used as a voter 
June the seventh month of drove the Taliban from registration site 

the country's solar power at the end of shooting one worker in 
xpect calendar, which runs 2001. the leg. 

ctoral from Sept. 22-Oct. 21, But the United Nations About 30 gunmen 

y will would be sufficient. and some observers opened fire late 
i*te of Ludin said that so long are concerned that anti- Monday evening at the 
ay or as the election is held Taliban warlords who school near Panjwai, 20 
sman dunng that month called allied with the United miles from Kandahar 
Mizan it would not States will consolidate city. said Saleh 


Before presenting the 

attacks and other recent 

: I importance of promoting 

democracy worldwide 

people And your future 
; is our future." Street told 

§8111111 Previous Liberty Medal 
and winners include 

we lost Supreme Court Justices 
illion of our Thurgood Marshall and 
arzai said Sandra Day O Connor 
aid for it with Czech President Vaclav 
ind we will Havel, former President 
h our lives." Carter and United 
-g with the Nations Secretary- 

995 ano was General Kofi Annan 
to lead Last year's medal 
following ceremony was marred 
ad invasion by a 650-pound frame 
evicting the that toppled during the 
nd tracking dedication ceremony for 
la bin Laden, the National 

:ted to win a Constitution Center, 
erm in the slightly injuring five 
first post- people and narrowly 
ections this missing the guest of 
honor. O'Connor 


The president Sind he extrem 
would use the SKKt.000 nearly 
pri/e from the Philadelphia people 
Libert} Medal to suppori "We he 
Afghan children orphaned our li\ 
b\ \ cars of war defend 

Hamid Karzai, who took Karzai 
over after the Taliban Talibar 
regime was ousted in appoin 
2001, accepted the Afghar 
medal Sunday at a the l 
ceremony at aimed 

Independence Hall. Taliba 

"The Afghanistan people down 
have sacrificed terribly He is 
to obtain freedom. In the five-yr 
resistance against the countr 
Soviet occupation and Taliba 
the figh t against fall _ 

UNHCR Starts Relocating Afghan Refugees 
Under Plan To Close Border Camp 

Source: UN High Kabul-based regional 

Commissioner for coordinator for repatriation 

Refugees to Afghanistan. "We had 

SPIN BOLDAK- The UN problems finding water at 
High Commissioner for sustainable depths and its 
Refugees has begun too close to a border with 
moving internally displaced security concerns. 

Afghans from the town of "As well, many of the IDPs 
Spin Boldak on the have found livelihoods 
Pakistani border to the there. So rather than keep 
camp of Zhare Dasht, the a location where we have 
first step in a process that had only limited access 
will see the IDP camp over the past year, we 
closed by the end of decided to give the 
August. A convoy of 15 residents an opportunity to 
trucks on Sunday carried move to a better location.' 
the first 50 families that The government of 
opted to relocate to Zhare Afghanistan and 

Dasht a camp for implementing partners of 
internally displaced UNHCR are currently 

persons (IDPs) that was conducting a survey of the 
set up two years ago near 20,000 current residents of 
the main southern Afghan Spin Boldak to establish 
city of Kandahar, their intentions. The 
A further two convoys are registration, during which 
expected this week and residents specify which of camp- 
the pace will be stepped four options they are 
up to provide daily taking, is expected to be 
movements in subsequent completed by the middle 
weeks. All assistance to of July. 

Spin Boldak IDP camp, Of 2,500 families so far 
located in an area where registered, nearly 20 
there have been continual percent have opted to 
security threats, will end relocate to Zhare Dasht, 
on August 31. which is already housing 

Anm Boldak camp was nearly 40,000 Afghan Afghanistan, 
e^abiished in late 2001 to IDPs. Close to 14 percent The M "Mg ° f 
shelter Afghans fleeing the requested UNHC the pop 

war hptween the Taliban assistance to integrate UNHCR has assisted 

Liw r r 3 " - re r s 

US-led forces but who have acquired in Spin home since 2002 - has 
wereunableOo cross the Boldak, and only about 2 ' paralleled the massive 
torder into neighboring percent asked for UNHCR reparation of refugees 
Pakistan Although help to return to their from neighboring 

Pakistan did allow the original homes in Afghanistan and Pakistan, 

entry of some 300,000 Afghanistan. About two- More than three million 
refugees, many were stuck thirds of all residents said refugees have come home 
y thp border they would remain in Spin voluntarily since UNHCR 

"It was a basically Boldak when assistance began providing 

untenable location," said ends and they are no repatriation assistance in 
I RsjiI Stromberq, UNHCR's longer considered IDPs. early 2002. 


Commander Denies Drug Charges i s P ain t0 Sen(l More Tw °p s 


pulling its last mere is u cit-oi 

remaining forces from distinction between 

the American-led the mission in Iraq, 

mission in Iraq, which it describes as a 

Spain's new Socialist unilateral action taken 
government bv the United States, 

announced Fridav that and the one in 

11 had approved Afghanistan, which it 

doubling the number savs was approved by 
of Spanish troops 
assigned to the NATO 
mission in deployment 

Afghanistan. include peacekeep 

The increase would troops 

take the total number 
of Spanish soldiers to 
the mission to nearlv 
1,000, the Defense 
Ministry said. 

Spain 


Zhare 

Dasht are escorted and 
medical staff screens the 
arriving IDPs. Sixty tents 
have been erected at the 
reception area in case the 
arrivals have to be housed 
overnight. 

However, UNHCR expects 
that the IDPs will be 
processed quickly and will 
be taken the same day to 
an area set aside for their 
longer-term stay. Tents 
have already been erected 
in the area set aside for the 
Spin Boldak IDPs and 24 
wells have been 
rehabilitated, ensuring a 
supply of drinking watei. 
At the start of the program 
to close Spin Boldak, there 
were still more than 
180,000 IDPs m 
Afghanistan, mainly in 
—p-like situations where 
they receive assistance. Of 
these, most - 145,000 - 
were in the south where 
Zhare Dasht and Spin 
Boldak are located. There 
were also 9,000 IDPs in tne 
north, 20,000 in the west, 
5,500 in the east and 5,000 
in the south-east of 


the United Nations. 
The new Spanish 
would 
ping 
well as 
medical and 

transportation forces. 

A Foreign Ministry 
official said 400 to 500 
of the troops would 
now has about probably return to 
150 soldiers in Spain < 

Afghanistan, a defense 
official said. An 
additional 300 are in 
the region and 
involved in the 
mission, according to a 
Foreign Ministry 
official. 

Members of the is 

opposition Popular 
Party have accused 
Prime Minister Jose |oin a 
Luis Rodriguez 

Zapatero and his in Haiti 

Socialist Party of a 
double standard in 
deciding to send 
troops abroad shortly 
after withdrawing 
them from Iraq. 

Mr. Zapatero was need 

elected three days 
after the March II 
train bombings in 
Madrid that killed 191 
people. He 

campaigned largely on 
a pledge to pull aga 

Spanish troops out of 


after the Afghan I 
elections later this 
year. 

Aides to Mr. Zapatero 
said he would appear 
before Parliament, 1 
probably on Tuesday,i 
to explain his plan and 
submit it for a vote. He, 
also expected to 
discuss a plan to send 
about 100 soldiers to 
United Nations 
peacekeeping mission 
hich has 
been in turmoil since 
President Jean- 

Bertrand Aristide was 
forced from power in 
late February. 

Mr. Zapatero does not 
legislative 
approval to send 
troops abroad, but one 
of his advisers said the 
prime minister would 
reconsider his position 
if Parliament voted 
inst him. 
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Violence Unsettling Vote 


The Situation Is Not 
Suitable For Fair and 
Democratic Elections 

Because of the offer of the people and the fear 
that is rising because of the weapons, keeping in 
views ah these and some other - problems, the 
government has delayed the elections till 
September of the current year 
The problems because of which the elections was 
delayed, hasn't been eliminated yet and the way 
is not paved for real and democratic elections 
Nevertheless the people are being registered for ! 
the elections in different regions, and about 6 
million are registered yet, and the process is 
continuing but is still facing the problems, | 
;reated by the insecure situations, scattered 
vveapons with the rival commanders and the 
slowly ongoing process of disarmament 
from one side the president and some other are 
insisting to hold the elections on the scheduled 
time, because they see the situations suitable for 
the elections, while the situation is getting worst 
day by day in rural areas and provinces, bv 
eradicative and terrorist element*, as we have 
eyewitnesses of such incidents in dill'eicnt parts 
of the country , for examples the assaults made bv 
some terrorists in Jalalabad city on the voter- 
registration workers, in the result of which two 
women and one child were killed and about 
twelve others died, another attack was made in 
Kandahar on the voter-registration workers this 
week and there are several other examples of 
such incidents, for which the elections are to be 
delayed 

The irregular assaults, detonations of bombs and 
mines, suicide killing attacks on foreigner 
citizens, who came for the defense and 
reconstruction of our country', even in the capital. 
Kabul the number of explosions, rocket firing ad 
child kidnappings are increasing by the terrorist 
elements,, and there are many other eradicative 
activities that has deteriorated the circumstances 
in the country. If the elections are held in the 
j upcoming appointed time, in such insecure 
situations while the weapons are spreading and 
the rival commanders are left on their posts We 
can say that a large numbe' of people will 
disregard to vote, because of the insecure 
situations, and if the elections are stepped up in 
these situations, it will be the same as the 
previous ones, and there are chances of selling 
the votes and people can be warned about that, in 
that case the elections cannot be free and 
democratic, even if the Government use its 
internal and foreign troops to set up security, and 
the responds will not only be created against the 
Governments, but also against the foreigners. 
That's why the government has delayed the 
elections till October, and it is also said that the 
Presidential and Parliamentary elections would 
be held respectively due to the insecure situation 
and that is what the people demand from the 
government 


Helmand Mayor Survives 


ELECTION WORK: Mullah Zalmay an Afghan from Tapia, has his picture taken for a voter identity 
card September's election will be the first in more than 30 years 


KHOST 

The men came at midnight, throwing 
stones and pounding on the front gate of 
Sahera Sharifs home men they left a 
warning If Ms Sharif didn't stop working 
as an election registrar for the United 

Nations, she would be killed 
If intimidation was the goal, these men 
succeeded - temporarily. The next day, 
Sharif resigned her post But instead of 
accepting the resignation, the UN and the 
state government offered Sharif and her 
family armed guards Today, she and her 
husband and three children live under 
constant military protection 
"Elections are a brand new process in 
Afghanistan, and it's very common for a 
new process to have opposition." says 
Sharif, who is also a professor at Khost 
University and a women's rights activist. 
Now that she is better protected, Sharif 
says she feels comfortable enough to 
continue. "I have started my struggle, and 
I will not stop it." 

Sahera Sharifs story might seem 
extreme, even for the conservative 
southeastern province of Khost, where 
Sharif lives. But the rise of threats and 
attacks against election workers are a 
troubling sign that the government and its 
Western allies may be unable to provide 
enough security to ensure the success of 
September’s elections Iraq faces similar 
daunting challenges to prepare for polls 
lust four months later in January. 

"It's clear to all that this is not an ideal 
time to hold a free and fair election," says 
Andrew Wilder, director of the Afghan 
Rehabilitation and Evaluation Unit, a 
nonprofit think tank in Kabul "Until we 


engage the key issues of people's lives - 
warlordism, the drug economy, rule of law. 
and security - we're not going to have a 
fair process" 

As of this week, the nationwide voter 
registration numbers are just under 6 
million, out of an expected voting 
population of 10 5 million The easy parts 
have already been done Now the work 
moves into far-flung districts like Musa 
Khel, where the Taliban are active and 
where government authority is more 
concept than reality. In Tapia village, a 
band of women relatives of the chief 
election officer are busy dragging their 
neighbors into their home and registering 
them to vote. A solid 85 women are 
registered, compared with 215 men More 
typical for the Khost region is the 
neighboring village of Warwali, where 
there are no facilities to register women 
and no plans for them either. 

It's not that people are against democracy, 
or even against President Hamid Karzai. 
In fact, many people would love to see the 
central government act more forcefully 
against factional leaders and warlords, 
many of whom are blamed for destroying 
the country in the last decade of civil war. 
But with the choice of supporting a 
national government that can't protect 
them or submitting to local gunmen who 
can cause them harm, some people find it 
safest to give support to both sides. 

"People are being cautious, because it's 
unclear who is going to win," says Wilder. 

In the past few monhs, there has been an 
increase in attacks against aid workers, 
particularly against those involved in 
elections. This spring, in the eastern 
province of Nooristan, two British security 


consultants with Global Risk and an 
Afghan employee were gunned down 
while arranging security for upcoming 
voter registration campaigns. Last week, 
five aid workers with Medecins Sans 
Frontieres were shot in their car in the 
northwestern province of Badghis. The 
growing perception of insecurity could 
make it more difficult to persuade election 
officials and ordinary voters alike to risk 
their lives in an uncertain election 
process. 

Adding to the uncertainty are the recent 
increase in "night letters," containing 
threats against anyone who works for the 
government, for US forces, for the United 
Nations, and especially for the election 
process. 

One recent letter in the central province of 
Wardak made direct threats against 
women election workers for the United 
Nations Assistance Mission for 
Afghanistan (UNAMA). 

"Those women's centers set up with the 
support of UNAMA are providing a facility 
for sexual relationships for [members of] 
UNAMA," the night letter written in broken 
Pashtu read. "They [the women in the 
centers] should stop their activities; 
otherwise they should be ready for death " 
Khost provincial election chief, Pir Syed 
Shah, says that these night letters will 
have little effect on people. "It's very 
common that, it there are supporters for 
something, there will also be opponents,* 
he says. "Our enemies are not asleep. 
There are leaflets all the time, but we 
have hundreds of staff workers, and not 
one of them has left their jobs because of 
these threats." 

Gen. Mohammad Nawab. deputy military 
commander for Khost province, has also 
received similar night letters in Khost and 
surrounding districts. But he says the 
Afghan voters and election workers won't 
be affected by them. 

"People are not afraid of these things," 
says General Nawab. "The enemy is not 
able to fight us or the Americans directly, 
so they do these things, or they might put 
a land mine on the road. I'm sure that we'll 
have 90 percent security for the elections 
and registration will be done very well; 10 
percent maybe you'll find land mines and 
people shooting rockets." 

At their home in Khost, which has 24-hour 
armed guards, Sahera Sharif and her 
family try to adjust to their new lives. 
Sahera's husband, Mohammad Sharif - 
also a university professor - says he is 
proud of his wife for continuing her work. 
He worries about her, however, 
particulars in a society where traditions of 
propriety and Islamic behavior have been 
destroyed by war and manipulated by 
radical Islamists such as the Taliban. 

But Sahera remains optimistic "Inshallah 
[God willing], we can make a difference." 


Mullah Omer Secretary 
Killed In Zabul 


Pilot in Mistaken Bombing Faces Reprimand 


Bomb Attack 


Helmand city 
mayor has 

survived a bomb 
attack in which 
he and his 
bodyguard were 
injured. 

Han Manaf Khan, the 
mayor of Lashkargar in 
Helmand province, is in 
a stable condition in 
hospital after being hurt 


m the attack 

The roadside bomb 
exploded on the 

outskirts of Lashkargar 
on Sunday Similar 
attacks in the past have 
been blamed on former 
Taleban remnants. 

A man is reported to 
haw been arrested m 
connection with the 
attack 


KABUL - Taliban 
Commander Mullah 
Siddiqullah has 
been killed in a 
clash with the 
security forces in 
Zabul. 

I According to VOA, 
(after the first fresh 
two-day operation 
in Zabul province 
i against the anti¬ 
government 
elements, the 

ousted Taliban 
regime Commander 
and Mullah 

Muhammad Omar's 
Secretary, Mullah 
Siddiqullah has 
been killed in Deh 
Copan District of 
Zabul province. 
The government 
troops and the 


Security forces are 
continuously using 
artillery and heavy 
arms in the 
operation. 

The government 
troops say that 
some three 

thousand armed 
men are hiding in 
the Arghanda and 
Deh Chopan 

districts. 

It is the second time 
in last two years 
that the government 
troops with the 
assistance of air 
force are conducting 
operation in these 
areas but they have 
not achieved, any 
worth-mentioning 
success in the 
operations. 


j NEW ORLEANS - A 
i L.S. fighter pilot who 
! mistakenly bombed 
Canadian Soldiers in 
Afghanistan in 2002, 
killing four, was 
| found guilty Tuesday 
J of dereliction of duty 
and will be 
reprimanded and lose 
more than $5,000 in 
pay, the Air Force 
i said. 


Maj. Harry Schmidt, 
38, had blamed the 
bombing on "the fog 
of war," saying he 
mistook the 

Canadians' gunfire 
for an attack from 
Taliban fighters. The 
pilot said his 
superiors never told 
him that the 
Canadians would be 
conducting live-fire 
exercises near 

Kandahar airport that 
night. 

The four soldiers were 
the first Canadians 
killed in combat since 
the Korean War. Eight 
others were wounded. 
Schmidt was 

originally charged 
with manslaughter 
and aggravated 


assault, but the 
charges were reduced 
last year to dereliction 
’of duty. 

The Illinois National 
Guardsman was 
found guilty after a 
dosed hearing held 
last week. 

Last month, the Air 
Force announced that 
Schmidt would not be| 
court-martialed on 
the charges and that 
his case would 
instead by dealt with 
in what the military 
called a "non-judicial 
forum," overseen by a 
general. 

Schmidt coild have 
gotten up to six 
months in prison if 
convicted at a court- 
martial. 
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